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A Great Blue Heron wades in the shallows of the Potomac River, scanning for unsuspecting prey. 

Sunlight turns the water translucent as a small school of fish rises to the water's surface. The heron 

strikes and moments later is swallowing its quarry—predation in action! This handsome Great 

Blue Heron is but one of the more than 400 bird species found in Delaware, Maryland, and the 

District of Columbia. It shares the mid-Atlantic with kingfishers, eagles, mergansers, wood 

warblers, and many more. 

 
Exploring backyard birds, birds of prey, and birds of the open ocean, Smithsonian ornithologist 

Bruce Beehler and premier nature photographer Middleton Evans have crafted a comprehensive 

volume unparalleled in its beauty and captivating storytelling. Birds of Maryland, Delaware, and 

the District of Columbia invites readers to experience the birds’ lives as they live them: where 

they nest, how they forage, their various behaviors, and the natural environments they need to 

survive. 

 
Beehler offers practical advice on bird-watching, including how to find, attract, and even garden 

for birds, as well as the best places to see them in season. He also discusses the best birding apps, 

websites, and gear; provides advice on planning a birding field trip; and recommends 

ornithological institutions that will help you cultivate a lifelong birding hobby. Finally, Beehler 

challenges the reader to think about conservation efforts to preserve local bird populations. 

 
With striking color photographs of more than 400 species, this book is a bonanza for nature 

lovers. A wealth of images immerse the reader in the world of these wonderful creatures. Marvel 

at the majesty of Ospreys, navigate the ocean with storm-petrels, and nest with Mourning Doves, 
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Order 978-1-4214-2733-1 in hardcover at the special reduced price of $36.40 (reg. $52.00) 
 

Online: Visit www.press.jhu.edu/books and enter the promotional code HTWN when 
checking out. 

 

Phone: Call HFS at 1-800-537-5487. Be sure to mention the code HTWN to receive your 30% 
discount. 
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